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Speaker Profiles and Presentation Summaries

George McCarthy

George has served as chairman of the LIFE05 Priority Woodland Project Management Group since the project began in January 2006.  He has worked in a wide range of forest management roles both in the Forest Service and in Coillte, including district and regional management.  He has held a variety of senior management roles in Coillte.  He has been centrally involved in the Sustainable Forest Management Certification initiative since Coillte first sought FSC certification in 2001.
***************
David Gunning

David Gunning was appointed Chief Executive and a Director of Coillte in 2006.  He is also Chairman of SmartPly Europe Ltd, Medite Europe Ltd and CPP UK Ltd.  Before joining Coillte he held leadership positions in a range of companies in the telecommunications industry in Ireland, US and Europe.
***************
Tim Crowley

Tim Crowley qualified as a forester in 1974 and has worked in a wide range of forest management areas in his career to date.  Tim has worked in forest nurseries, forest management,  harvesting and regional management.  Tim was appointed to his present position in 2006 where he has overall responsibility for the performance of the Coillte forest resources.  He holds an MSc in Forestry from UCD.
***************
Eanna Ni Lamhna 

Eanna Ni Lamhna is a Botanist and an ecologist from Co. Louth.  She lectures in Sustainable Development in the Dublin Institute of Technology.  She is a broadcaster on the new RTE Radio 1 Mooney Programme on Friday 3-5pm having featured for the previous eleven years on the Mooney goes Wild Saturday show. She was the first woman president of An Taisce – a prestigious appointment that she held for five years. Her most recent book    “Wild Dublin”, a lavishly illustrated book about all the wildlife that lives inside the M50, is just published.

Summary of Presentation:  See The Wood For The Trees

The importance of native woodlands from a point of view of wildlife biodiversity, storage of carbon and the role they play in preventing climate change.
***************
Gerry Riordan

Gerry has worked in forest management in all four provinces over a twenty year period.  He was appointed Regional Accountant for the Sligo Region in 1990 following the setting up of Coillte.  He spent five years as District Manager of the Sligo/Leitrim District and was appointed to his present role as Region Director for the North Western Region which extends from the Shannon to the Foyle estuary  in 2007.
***************
Sean Quealy

Sean Quealy is an Environmental Officer working with Coillte.  He joined forestry in 1978 working in Roscrea Forest before  completing formal training in Kinnity in 1982.  His background is in forest inventory, training and nurseries, and also has experience of land acquisition, forest management and harvesting.   He has taken up the role of Environmental Officer for the Coillte's Eastern Region with responsibility for 12 counties.   Sean has been Project Manager of the LIFE woodlands restoration project since 2006.  

Summary:  4 Years of LIFE Restoration:  Project Overview Aims and Results
The presentation deals with the management of 550 hectares of priority woodland.  It focuses on the four habitat types restored during the four year project namely, yew woodland, alluvial woodland, bog woodland and ash-hazel woodland associated with limestone pavement.  The overall aim was to put in place conditions to allow natural regeneration to occur into the future.  The restoration techniques undertaken included sensitive removal of non-native conifers, broadleaves and invasive shrub species and control of exotic regeneration.  Techniques to restore natural hydrological regimes at the alluvial woodland are outlined.  Planting of yew to supplement natural regeneration of rare yew woodland is also outlined.  The presentation also addressed the main threats to priority woodland habitat across the sites located in 8 counties.

***************
Breda Lyons

Breda is the administrator and public relations manager working with Coillte on the LIFE05 nature conservation project 'Restoring Priority Woodland Habitats in Ireland' since 2006.  Prior to this she worked in Coillte’s GIS department.    She graduated from Trinity College Dublin in 1991 and completed a diploma in GIS in 2005 at University College Cork and a Certificate in Biodiversity Components of Forestry in 2008.
Summary:  Telling the LIFE Story
The presentation deals with how public awareness of the value of priority woodland habitats has been raised during the four year woodland restoration project.  It looks at how the message was delivered to local community, to national stakeholders and to an international audience.  It includes the educational and demonstration aspects of the project.  
***************
Declan Whelan

Declan has been involved in forestry since 1974 and studied at Kinnity and Avondale.  His role at Coillte has taken him through forest management, inventory, timber measurement and resource management.  He completed a Biodiversity Course in UCC in 2004.  His responsibilities include management of the priority woodland at Castletaylor, Co Galway.  

Summary:  A Forester’s Experience of Woodland Restoration
The presentation deals with four year restoration of ash-hazel priority woodland associated with limestone pavement at Castletaylor.  It focuses on main restoration activities whereby conifer plantation was removed and habitat enhanced through natural regeneration.  This was supplemented with manual yew planting in places.  Community involvement at this site is a outlined in the presentation.
Ian Herbert 

Ian Herbert has worked in the environmental sector for the last 25 years. He developed an interest in the natural environment at an early age and after spending several years in the construction industry he realised a long-time ambition - a career in habitat management and ecology.

Initially, volunteer work was carried out for the Irish Wildbird Conservancy (BirdWatch Ireland) followed by contract work, which included leading the first ornithological survey of the Shannon Callows in 1987 and later, working as Ireland’s national organiser for the New Atlas of Breeding Birds in Britain and Ireland in its first year. Between 1989 and 1998 he worked as head warden for the National Trust at Crom Estate, Co. Fermanagh – an internationally important ancient woodland site on the shores of Upper Lough Erne. During this period he studied as a mature student (part time) at the University of Ulster in Coleraine and obtained a Diploma followed by a Master’s degree in environmental management. From 1999–2001 he worked at the same University as a Research Officer as part of a EU LIFE Nature project. 

Since 2002 he has worked as an independent ecological consultant specialising in management planning, woodland management, ornithology and biodiversity survey. He is a member of the Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. 

Summary:  Monitoring Woodland LIFE

INTRODUCTION

Restoration means bringing back a habitat to its original state or condition. It involves rebuilding or re-instating something that was lost. 

At one time native woodland covered most of Ireland but nowadays less than 5% of the country is covered by broadleaved woodland. Only a fraction of this fragmented habitat contains a quality native species component of trees and shrubs with a species-rich field layer of woodland plants. 

Woodland history indicates that Irish woodlands have been modified by humans for millenniums, with a wide range of impacts, most of which have reduced overall biodiversity.  However, the impact of management has never been greater than in the 20th century when large areas of native woodland were lost to farmland or converted to a commercial non-native crop of mainly spruce, larch and pine. The introduction of heavy machinery in recent decades has exacerbated the damage done by impacting on soils and hydrology. In addition, although some of the large estates preserved native woodland, many of them were modified by the introduction of non-native trees and exotic under-shrubs such as Rhododendron and laurel, used mainly for game bird cover. These shrubs have spread at an alarming rate at the expensive of native species diversity and natural regeneration.

The objective of this project was to put into place conditions conducive to natural regeneration. This will allow native woodland to re-emerge and become viable as a self-regenerating habitat. A wide range of animals and plants will benefit, some of which have declined at similar rates to the native woodland itself. 

MONITORING METHODS AND RESULTS

Objectives

Monitoring the effects of restoration management was an integral part of the project. The two main objectives were: 

· To record changes in vegetative cover in response to physical management

· Provide evidence that project management was moving in the right direction i.e. achieving a ‘favourable conservation status’ for each woodland type

Vegetation Quadrats

Monitoring involved setting out groups of 4x4m quadrats, which were located in places where restoration management was expected to create a favourable change. Data were transferred to record sheets and analysed. Four years in the life of woodland is a short time and not all sites commenced removal of non-native vegetation in year one of the project. Therefore change was minimal at these locations. However, in most cases, except where canopy shade remained relatively intact, significant change was recorded in the form of increased native species seedlings such as Ash Fraxinus excelsior, Oak Quercus spp., Birch Betula spp. and Yew Taxus baccata. Re-emergence of ‘old woodland’ indicator plant species from the seed bank also occurred. Plants species recorded included Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, Primrose Primula vulgaris, Woodland Sedges Carex spp., Pignut Conopodium majus and Wood Sanicle Sanicula europaea.

Photography

Fixed-point photography of each quadrat provided additional evidence of change while other locations were selected to record change at the wider landscape level. Aerial photographs were obtained of each site before physical management began (2004) and these were repeated after work was completed (2009). Major changes can clearly be seen. Other photographs recorded management techniques and results of work in action or completed. These included pollarding techniques, dam construction and ‘minimal ground disturbance’ strategies used by contractors with heavy machinery. Photographs of plant and animals at each site were taken and catalogued as opportunity arose, but this was not a priority. Some of these were used in seminars, dissemination literature, publicity campaigns and signage.

Hydrological monitoring at the 4 alluvial woodland sites was accomplished by using an array of dipwells. These recorded water table elevation and were analysed in conjunction with rainfall and site topography. The latter derived from a ground elevation survey, which also allowed predictions of water levels for dam installation purposes. The results were particularly relevant in establishing whether blocking forest drains (many were shallow and partly blocked) was necessary. Results indicated, that of the 4 sites, only one required extensive drain blocking. Water levels at the site in question (Durrow/Erkina River) were clearly reacting in the same way as an upland spate river despite the habitat being within a lowland floodplain. Here the effect of arterial drainage in the main river in past decades was clearly still being felt. At this site, newly blocked drains will allow the woodland to retain water for longer periods after flood events and therefore more closely replicate a ‘natural’ hydrological regime.

CONCLUSIONS

Overall, ecological monitoring at the 9 priority woodland sites has recorded significant change. It has also highlighted gaps in knowledge, a need for additional work and provided a challenge for the years to come. Continued maintenance will be needed for a ‘high quality native woodland’ to emerge and stabilise. 

There is also opportunity for extensive research, which will contribute to an increased knowledge of native woodland in Ireland. It is hoped that baseline monitoring projects instituted in this project can continue and new ones be developed.
Pat Neville

Pat Neville works as an Ecologist for Coillte.  His main role is to implement Coillte’s nature conservation and biodiversity strategies.  Pat’s academic background is with University College Dublin where he graduated with a degree in environmental biology before undertaking a postgraduate study with the Department of Zoology.  Since joining Coillte, Pat has worked on a  variety of projects in Ireland and the EU.  Previous work experience includes lecturing in the Zoology Department of University College Dublin on terrestrial ecology and invertebrate biology.  Before joining Coillte, Pat also worked briefly for Duchas (now NPWS) as a conservation ranger in the Wicklow Mountains National Park.

Summary:  Managing High Conservation Value Areas in Coillte
Coillte manages its forest estate according to the principles of sustainable forest management which aims to balance three major goals, namely economic, social and environmental aspects of forests.  As one of the largest landowners in Ireland the Coillte estate has a major role to play in delivering national nature conservation and biodiversity objectives.  To meet its environmental commitments, Coillte has designated biodiversity areas in each of its forest and now manages almost 20% of its estate with nature conservation as the primary management objective.  This paper outlines the process of selection and management of these biodiversity areas and includes information on areas of high conservation value on the Coillte estate.  

***************
Mick Keane
Mick Keane graduated with primary and masters degrees in forestry from UCD.  He worked in both private and state forestry in this country before completing his PhD in Silviculture in British Columbia, Canada in 1985.  On his return to Ireland, he worked in the Forest Protection Section of the Research Division of the Forest Service for a number of years, with special responsibility for forest health.  He was then Head of Silviculture in Coillte R&D Division.   A number of years ago, he transferred to the Establishment Team in Coillte where he was responsible for development and technology transfer work in the forest establishment area.  In November 2007, he was appointed as Head of Research and Environment in Coillte.   In this role, he is responsible for forest certification, research and environmental matters in Coillte.  He is based in Newtownmountkennedy, Co Wicklow.
***************
David Thompson

David is leader of Coillte’s Tree Improvement Programme.  He has a Ph.D. in Forest Science from Oregon State University.  Prior to coming to Ireland in 1991 he worked in the forest products industry in the United States, Finland and the Netherlands in the area of tree improvement and propagation.

Summary:  Cultivation of Irish Yew

In order for the restoration of native yew populations to be successful a ready supply of plants is necessary.  While yew flowers and produces seed most year, a complex seed dormancy makes propagation by seed a slow process.  Specific seed stratification treatments requiring several months are necessary to be successful.  If not pre-treated, yew seed may take 2 or more years to germinate.  As a result of previous experience of the Tree Improvement Section of Coillte’s Research and Environment Division in the propagation of yew by rooted cuttings, it was possible to produce sufficient material for replanting in the LIFE project.  Yew was collected and propagated from several trees in each of 5 sites and good quality plants suitable for planting were produced in 2 to 3 years.  Every effort was made to return material to the site where it was collected.  The assistance of members of the Restoring Priority Woodland Habitats in Ireland project was essential in both the collection of cutting material and replanting of the rooted cutting.

Kevin Collins

Kevin, a graduate in forestry from UCD, worked with ECO UNESCO and the Tree Council of Ireland from 1994 to 1999, developing various initiatives involving the promotion of urban forestry in Ireland. He joined the Forest Service in 2000, and has since worked in the area of SFM and in the development of the Native Woodland Scheme, the NeighbourWood Scheme and the BioEnergy Scheme. He is currently District Inspector for the Wicklow, N. Wexford and S. Dublin area. Kevin is a former Editor of the Irish Forestry Journal, and former Chairperson of Sculpture in Woodland. He has also represented Ireland on various COST Actions involving European-wide research into urban forestry and forest recreation. 

Summary:  The Forest Service and Woodland Conservation

 

As Ireland's national forest authority, the Forest Service of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & Food implements a wide range of measures relevant to the conservation of woodlands in Ireland. This paper explores such measures, including the implementation of felling control under the 1946 Forestry Act, the Native Woodland Scheme, the application of the Forest Biodiversity Guidelines and relevant measures from other guidelines, and consultation undertaken with relevant statutory bodies in relation to grant and felling licence applications. Also addressed are relevant measures relating to forest reproductive material and forest protection, aimed at gene conservation and at preventing the entry of harmful organisms into Ireland that could threaten our woodland resource. This paper also touches on relevant projects funded by the Forest Service, including the National Survey of Native Woodland in Ireland (undertaken by the National Parks & Wildlife Service with co-funding from the Forest Service), the CRISIS project (focusing on the conservation of red squirrels and the control of greys) and the ongoing series of Native Woodland Information Notes produced by Woodlands of Ireland. Such measures are implemented and supported by the Forest Service within the context of Sustainable Forest Management, balancing the economic, social and environmental role of Ireland's national forest estate.  

 
***************
Richard Schaible

Richard Schaible joined the NI Forest Service in 1983 as a graduate in Ecological Science (Hons. Forestry) of the University of Edinburgh. From 1983 to 2000 he had responsibility for forest inventory, timber production forecasting and a variety of  forest research projects, gaining a Ph.D in 1998. Since 2001 he has been head of Forest Practice Branch, and following the recent reorganisation of the Forest Service, is now head of Forest planning, Strategies and Standards Branch.

Presentation:  The Forest Service’s Approach to the Restoration of Ancient Woodland in Northern Ireland 

 

Ancient Woodland Restoration management in the North of  Ireland  is a relatively recent development, and has been almost entirely undertaken by the Forest Service. The presentation outlines the development of the restoration management of Plantations on Ancient Woodland Sites (PAWS) in NI,  reports  the extent of activities and  results achieved to date, and gives an indication of the future direction of ancient woodland restoration management. 

John Cross

John Cross is a Senior Conservation Scientist with the National Parks and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. He has a primary degree in Botany and Geography from the University of Hull, England. His PhD on ‘The ecology and control of Rhododendron ponticum L.’ was obtained from Trinity College Dublin. He has worked in the National Parks and Wildlife Service and its predecessor organisations since 1974 where his principal responsibilities have been the ecology and conservation of native woodlands, peatlands and the Burren. He has recently coordinated a national survey of native woodlands and is on the Steering Group and Technical Advisory Group of the Woodlands of Ireland. He has worked in Belgium, Germany and the Czech Republic. He has numerous publications on peatlands, woodlands and vegetation mapping, and was the Irish representative on the international, pan-European project on the ‘Map of the natural vegetation of Europe’, published by the German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation.

Summary:  Native Woodland Conservation in Ireland

There are c.130,000 ha of native woodland in Ireland. These consist mostly of oak, ash, alder and birch woodlands, many of which are of European significance. The first steps in conserving our native woodlands began about 40 years ago in the Killarney National Park but it was the creation of a network of woodland nature reserves in the 1980s which marked the first serious attempts to conserve this resource at a national level. The designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) significantly expanded the area of protected woodlands.

The principal conservation challenges to native woodlands may be divided into physical and biological factors. Physical factors include the small total area of woodland in the country, fragmentation and clearance. Biological factors include invasive species, inter- and under-planting with non-native tree species, inappropriate grazing and inappropriate management. The actions required and undertaken to restore/manage our native woodlands are discussed.

***************
Declan Little

Dr Declan Little is currently Project Manager of Woodlands of Ireland and has been working in the native woodlands for two decades. For the first ten years he worked on woodland biodiversity research and monitoring in the Forest Ecosystem Research Group, UCD, and since 1998 in woodland management and policy development. During this period, Declan was Project Ecologist for the Peoples Millennium Forests Project from 2000 to 2002 and a Lecturer in Forest Management at GMIT in 2004/05. 
Summary:  Woodlands Of Ireland – A Decade Of Progress:  Forging the Foundations for a Vibrant native Woodland Resource 
Woodlands of Ireland was founded in 1998 to promote the restoration and expansion of native woodlands and to generate awareness amongst the general public of their unique value in order to foster appreciation and a caring attitude toward their future well being. In order to address these objectives it was clear that well-resourced projects and incentives involving key stakeholders (i.e. State bodies, landowners, professionals, NGOs and the general public) and relevant expertise (foresters, ecologists, woodland contractors and experts from a range of disciplines) needed to be developed and co-ordinated in a structured manner. Woodlands of Ireland facilitated these developments by acting as a conduit between the State and private sectors through which initiatives were conceived and channelled. This was made possible by core funding equally provided by the Heritage Council, the Forest Service (of the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food) and the National Parks and Wildlife Service (of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government).

Woodlands of Ireland was central to the development of two key projects, namely the People’s Millennium Forests Project (PMF) and the Forest Service Native Woodland Scheme (NWS). The PMF secured a budget of over €5m from public and private sponsors and directly engaged the general public through a variety of measures, including the Family Tree Scheme and a Schools Outreach programme. The NWS provided resources to the public and private sectors to restore existing woodlands and to create areas of new native woodlands. To date, approximately 5,000 hectares have been managed under the NWS. 

Ongoing activities aimed at underpinning and further developing the sector include annual training courses and the dissemination of technical guidance through Native Woodland Scheme Information Notes. Policy change is promoted to improve woodland biodiversity by focusing on specific issues, i.e. roadside native woodlands and the National Roads Authorities, the use of local provenance tree/shrub planting material in REPS, a national deer control policy, participation in the FSC forest certification process, and the recent review of Heritage Council forest policy. 

***************
Conor Kelleher

Conor Kelleher has over 20 years experience in bat research and conservation in Ireland, the UK and Europe and he has written many articles on bats and given papers at conferences both in Ireland and abroad as well as third level tutoring at UCC and UCD on these animals.

He has been involved in drafting the National Roads Authority’s ‘Guidelines on Bat Conservation During the Planning and Construction of Road Schemes’ and recently co-authored the ‘Bat Mitigation Guidelines for Ireland’ for the Irish Government. He has recently co-produced an interactive DVD ‘Knowing, Studying and Conserving the Bats of Ireland’ and is currently writing a book; ‘The Bats of Ireland - Natural History, Ecology and Conservation’ to be published next year. 

He is past Secretary of the UK Bat Conservation Trust and is currently the Chairman of the Cork County Bat Group and Bat Conservation Ireland. He is past Chairman of the Irish Wildlife Trust. As part of such voluntary positions, he has organised and participated in several national bat and wildlife conferences and national and international bat workshops in both the UK and Ireland. He works as a freelance Ecological Consultant, specialising in bats.

Summary:  Woodland Management For Bats

This presentation will introduce the known Irish bat species and outline the importance of woodland to these animals. Native and broadleaf woodlands are used by bats for foraging and roosting but are particularly important for brown long-eared, Natterer’s, whiskered, Brandt’s and lesser horseshoe bats as native and broadleaf woodlands support a greater diversity of invertebrates upon which bats feed.

Water bodies such as rivers and lakes, due to their high insect populations, are also used by bats but especially where deciduous woodland is adjacent.

Woodlands in old country estates such as at Curraghchase in Co. Limerick are of great importance for bats as they often include broadleaved woodland and or mature parkland tree specimens that were planted or managed for timber and game. These older trees are often used as roosting sites by bats as are the older buildings on the estate which often include abandoned houses, mansions, stables or ice houses. 

Coniferous plantations tend to be poorer foraging areas for bats as they often lack mature or veteran trees which results in little or no roosting opportunities for bats, although the edges of these woodlands, firebreaks, rides and tracks within the woodland can be of benefit for bats as these more open areas encourage greater plant and insect diversity. 

Coniferous plantations can be redesigned to improve the habitat for bats. Ride lines and forest edges should be enhanced by creating irregular lines as opposed to straight ones to create microclimates and sheltered areas to encourage insect swarming.  Broadleaf trees planted along ride lines, buffer zones and other river bodies can be of benefit to bats.  

A policy of leaving long-term stands of deciduous trees (particularly oak and beech) to allow roosting opportunities for bats to develop naturally is beneficial. In sites that lack mature trees, bat box schemes can be provided.

Buildings within or adjacent to forests that are known bat roosts should be maintained and repaired to retain and/or enhance their suitability for these animals. Derelict or ruined structures can be considered for renovation to facilitate the roosting of bats, particularly in forests within the range of the lesser horseshoe bat, an Annex II species.

***************
Dick Coombes

Dick Coombes has been working full time with BirdWatch Ireland since 1998.  He is co-ordinator of the Countryside Bird Survey, a nationwide scheme set up to monitor population trends in our terrestrial breeding birds. He has been involved in many other aspects of BirdWatch Ireland’s activities for over 30 years, including other surveys such as the Bird Atlases and I-WeBS and has helped to run local BWI branches. He regularly delivers presentations and training sessions and leads field trips. He is co-editor of the Irish East Coast Bird Report and currently a member of the Irish Rare Birds Committee.  

Summary: Breeding Birds in Irish Woodlands
Some 50 species of birds regularly breed in Irish woodland, eight of which are summer visitors. Woodland provides a range of niches for nesting birds, from ground level to the uppermost part of the leaf canopy. Mixed woodland, with a mosaic of clearings, dense shrub layers and varied tree age tends to produce the greatest bird diversity. In general, most of our woodland birds appear to be faring quite well, however a number of Amber- and Red-listed species, which have quite specific nesting requirements and very small breeding populations in Ireland need to be closely monitored. BirdWatch Ireland is in the process of drawing up Species Action Plans for these species.

***************
Trish Walsh
Trish Walsh has been Director of Petersburg Outdoor Education Centre since 1989. Her academic background is in outdoor education and geography but she has keen interests in geology, archaeology, ecology, and botany. Her holistic view of the landscape follows the footsteps of Prager and Mitchell. She has travelled extensively including South America, Africa, and most recently Antarctica but is always glad to return to the landscape of Joyce Country
Summary:  A Local Stakeholders Perspective on Woodland Restoration Project at Clonbur
This presentation asks what impact the LIFE Project has had on the local community and also looks to the future.  Many local residents do not realise how lucky they are to have priority woodland on their doorstep and how unique it is. For much of the community, the LIFE Project will have more effect in future years as they see the regeneration of natural woodland and its resultant effect on flora and fauna.  The presentation focuses on future promotion of recreation, development of school programmes and seeking Geopark status for the area in and around Clonbur.  The legacy of the LIFE project will have a lasting effect on the local community.
Joe Fenton

Graduated from Avondale House in 1974 as a forester.  He worked in Coillte Nurseries, then in forest management.  In 1977, Joe worked on establishment of forest crops and also in the research section of the Forest Service for 12 years.  When Coillte was formed in 1989, Joe worked on the resource survey which classified forest crops.  Joe has a range of experience within Coillte including GIS, and his current role is as forest manager of for south west Mayo area.  This covers approximately 6,000 hectares stretching from Atlantic Ocean off Co Mayo to Lough Mask in east and from Clew Bay to Killary Harbour.   His responsibilities include management of the 292.9 hectares of priority woodland at Clonbur.
***************
Barry Lambe  
Barry studied at forestry college in Kinnity, Co Offaly  and Shelton Abbey, Co Wickow starting 1963.  Has been involved in forest management, nursery management and sawmill management between years of 1966 and 1989 with the Forest and Wildlife Service.  When Coillte was formed in 1989, Barry became forest manager in south Co Mayo.  He graduated from Waterford IT Forestry Science in the early 90’s.  He has retired from his fulltime post at Coillte.  In recent years Barry has concentrated on woodland ecology and works close to his home at the project site, Clonbur Wood.
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