4 Years of LIFE Restoration at Coillte Woods

Coillte celebrated the successful completion of a four year native woodland restoration project, co-funded both by Coillte and the EU LIFE programme, at a recently held conference.  Over 130 delegates gathered in Claremorris, Co Mayo on 6th October to hear about the 550 hectare nature conservation project.  Speakers and delegates from a wide range of disciplines, public bodies and private companies attended.  A range of diverse topics were addressed and the results of the restoration works to date were well received by the entire group.  Over 100 people walked through remarkable ash-hazel woodland and limestone pavement habitat at the special area of conservation at Clonbur on day 2 of the conference.  Here, they saw the results of restoration work carried out in a wonderful example of rare woodland habitat on the shores of Lough Mask on the Galway/Mayo border. Restoration work in this project involved removal of non-native tree and shrub species which were out-competing and suppressing the native flora. As a result, native tree and plant species are thriving and regenerating naturally over extensive areas here at Clonbur, greatly enhancing the natural value of this unique, world-class site.

Enthusiasm for this kind of work in our woodlands was evident during the conference and Coillte was warmly congratulated for having taken the initiative on this, and for its commitment to the project in terms of providing funding and staff time. It seems clear that funding for worthwhile projects of this nature should continue to be a priority, both at EU and at national level.  
Éanna Ní Lamhna, well known botanist and ecologist spoke of the value of these biodiversity-rich woodlands and had visited Clonbur Wood to see for herself the ash and hazel on the limestone pavement.  Éanna strongly endorsed the project and encouraged celebration of these priority woodlands.  She highlighted the value of native woodlands and particularly their enormous biodiversity value not just to wildlife but as carbon stores. 
Coillte’s Chief Executive, David Gunning, opened the conference and spoke of the company’s vision to “enrich lives locally, nationally and globally through innovative and sustainable management of natural resources”   He said that this four year project is a fine example of what this means in real terms.   This too was supported by the Managing Director of Coillte Forest, Tim Crowley who spoke about Coillte’s policy of responsible forest management not just of these special areas of conservation but also across its entire estate.  
Much support and approval for the success of this project was shown on the day by speakers representing a range of fields from Birdwatch Ireland, Bat Conservation Ireland, Woodlands of Ireland, The Forest Service and National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Speakers travelled from Forest Service Northern Ireland and contributions were made from the local Clonbur community outlining the positive effect this Coillte LIFE project has made to the local area and how the value of the priority woodland will continue into the future.  All of the visiting presenters complimented the project results which had been outlined earlier in the day by the project team.  The ecology of these special habitats was core to the overall deliberations of the conference. 

In one of the largest projects of its kind to take place in this country, over 550 hectares of rare woodland habitat have been restored through the removal of exotic species and creation of conditions to allow natural regeneration of native trees. The conference is one of the many ways that Coillte has been sharing the achievements of this restoration project.  These project sites will be incorporated into Coillte’s biodiversity programme under which it manages 15% of its estate primarily for biodiversity and nature conservation.  
Coillte is very grateful to those who contributed to the conference in any way and to those who carried out the restoration works on the ground at nine locations across the country.  
For more information on the project and conference papers, see: www.woodlandrestoration.ie
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Note to Editors

About Coillte:

Coillte is a commercial State-owned company operating in forestry, panel products manufacturing, land management and energy. The Group owns 445,000 hectares of land, 7% of the land of Ireland, and a number of manufacturing operations. The Group employs approx 1,200 people in Ireland, the UK and Holland.  
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